
British Association for the Study of Headache response to the NICE Final Appraisal 
Determination (FAD) for erenumab for preventing migraine. 
 
 
The British Association for the Study of Headache (BASH) notes with extreme 
disappointment the decision of the National Institute for Clinical Excellence (NICE) not to 
approve the use of erenumab (Aimovig) for the treatment of migraine in the NHS in England 
and Wales. 
  

NICE recognise that migraine significantly affects health-related quality of life and that well-
tolerated treatments are needed. It further acknowledges that for people whose migraine 
has not responded to at least 3 oral preventive treatments, the clinical trial evidence shows 
that erenumab 140 mg works better than best supportive care for preventing chronic or 
episodic migraine, and also improved other outcomes, including the severity of migraine 
pain. 
 

Erenumab has been approved for use in Scotland by the Scottish Medicines Consortium 
(SMC) for patients with chronic migraine. 
 

The determination indicates that on some analyses, the cost of erenumab for patients with 
chronic migraine was within the range considered a cost-effective use of NHS resources. It 
refuses approval on the basis of a “high degree of uncertainty” of the effectiveness of the 
drug, specifically when compared with the effects of onabotulinum toxin A (Botox), which is 
approved for use for patients with chronic migraine in the UK. 
 

Dr Mark Weatherall, Chair of BASH Council, comments, “This drug is not a panacea, but it is 
an important advance in the scientific treatment of migraine, which effects huge 
improvements in the lives of many of those who take it. It is completely unacceptable that 
patients in England and Wales who suffer with such a debilitating neurological disorder 
should be denied access to effective treatment. It is difficult to understand why a treatment 
that has been approved for use in Scotland has been denied to patients elsewhere in the 
UK. We will do everything we can to turn this decision around in the interests of our 
patients and their families.” 

 


